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1 Introduction

1.1 What is Comprehension Booster?

Comprehension Boostex an educational program designed to improve reading comprehansion
listening comprehension for children aged ¥4. It provides students with a personalised learning
environment in which they can obtain interactive practice in reading (or listening to) and
understanding texts of different genres and varying difficdlbhe emphasis in the program is on
building the advanced comprehension skills that are required for extracting key information from
texts, extending vocabulary, applying inferential thinking and assimilating complex ideas.

Comprehension Boostenablesstudents to read passages themselves, or read while listening to the
passages being read to them. The program can
listening comprehension and is particularly suitable for children with auditory processing
difficulties, semantigoragmatic disorder, or specific language disorders.

AlthoughComprehension Boostes particularly beneficial for pupils with comprehension

difficulties, the program is suitable fah students in the designated age range. Allesttgineed
opportunities to practise the skills required for good comprehensiog@ngrehension Booster

should raise the comprehension levels of students whose reading is average, as well as those whose
reading is below average. The program will als@helimprove reading speed, vocabulary

knowledge, thinking and memory skills.

The teacher can control difficulty levels in the program or, alternatively, the program will operate
automatically. This makegSomprehension Boostappropriate for use at horas well as at school,

and it is also suitable for children with impaired hearing or vision. The program generates progress
charts so that the childdéds gains in reading c
speed can be monitored, which also betpbuild their confidence.

1.2 The structure of Comprehension Booster

Comprehension Boosteomprises up to 140 passages of graded difficulty, 70 of which are fiction
passages (narrative texts) and 70 arefiaion passages (informational texts). Theficion

passages are supplied as an integral part of the standard edition of the programfittemon

passages are available as an optional Expansion Pack. Vocabulary support is provided on request
for up to 1800 unusual or difficult words. Each passadollowed by multiple choice

comprehension questions. The program incorporates digitised speech recordings from professional
actors for each passage, for all multiple choice questions and answers, and for all words in the
vocabulary support dictionaryhere are over 6000 separate sound recordings. Each passage can be
read, listened to, or read while listening.

Comprehension Boostes organised in seven levels of increasing difficulty from Starter Level to
Level F (sedlablel). Each level corresponds to the reading comprehension level expected in a
given school year (or years), from Year2 lage 57) to Years 89 (age 1214+). At each
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6lntroduction

subsequent level the approximate passage length, number of mehigde questions, arte
number of unusual or difficult words all increase.

Comprehension Booster designed mainly for a reading comprehension age randgd 4f But a

Starter Level has been added to cater for the needs of (a) very young readers (below age 7) who are
readyto cope with passage reading and multigheice questions, and (b) older children with

reading difficulties, who may need to start with simpler passages that do not contain any unusual or
difficult words. At the hardest level (Level F) the passages aadtgpns present students with

major challenges and hence may well be useful for students older than 14 who would still benefit
from activities to develop reading or listening comprehension skills.

Program School Reading Passage No. of No. of
level Year comprehension| length in questions | unusual or
age (yeas) words difficult
(approx.) words
Starter 1-2 S5-7 50 2 0
A 3 7-8 100 4 5-10
4 8-9 125 5 5-10
C 5 9-10 150 6 10-15
D 6 1011 175 7 10-15
E 7 11-12 200 8 1520
F 8-9 12-14+ 300 10 25-30

Tablel The Structure o€omprehension Booster

1.3 The development of reading comprehension

Viewed simply, reading is a combination of two independent abilittesd recognitiorand

language comprehensiomhe former is an explicitly taugbkill but the latter is derived from the

chil dés gener al experience with oral | anguage
is normally taught in the early stages of schooling providing a sound foundation for development of
skilled readingn later stages. The core of word recognitiophisnologicaldecoding(aka

0 p h o nwhicksigSapplying the alphabetic principle and knowledge of the relationships between

|l etters (6graphemesd) and the spokodacipkeounds o
written or printed words. The majority of words are regular in their orthography and are susceptible
to phonol ogi cal decoding. A few words are irr
these has to be learned as whoterd units Many research studies have shown that, provided

children are taught appropriately, the acquisition of decoding skills should not be a major hurdle
other than for those who have dyslexia or serious disorders of language.

Once children have mastered thédlslof word recognitiori or, at least, have made significant
progress in mastering these skillthey next need to apply these skills when reading texts, drawing
upon their language comprehension to understand what they read. For most children this
devdopment takes place during the period frohlZ years. In order to accomplish this fluently and
with good understanding, however, children need large amounts of practice in reading different
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types of text. Unf ort unat sthke placd in schoal, theymwd mb s o n
obtain sufficient practice to develop effective reading comprehension. Childrenidgedhould

be reading for at least hadh-hour every day, over and above the reading they do in school. So do
children get enoughrpctice? A recent study by the National Literacy Trust
[http://www.literacytrust.org.ukiuggests that a significant number do not. Their survey of the |
reading habits of over 8,000 primary and secondargachildren revealed that less than 50% read
every day or almost every day, over 30% of children read outside school less than once a week, and
15% rarely read outside school at all.

Not surprisingly, national statistics indicate that developing effecg#ading comprehension

remains a huge educational challenge. In England, SATSs results show that 20%eatdlils

have poor reading comprehension. As children get older, the problem gets worse rather than better:
by 14 years of age 33% of pupils haveatisfactory reading comprehension. Recent national

surveys have revealed that over 25% of adults in the UK have serious problems with reading, and in
the vast majority of cases the chief difficulty is in understanding what is read. The occupational
opporunities of these individuals are limited to labantensive unskilled jobs and they are at high

risk of unemployment. Research studies also link poor literacy skills to offending and general
alienation from society. Admittedly, there are many social amlial factors involved in the

equation. Nevertheless, this brief overview of the national statistics leads to an inescapable
conclusion: students who leave school without the ability to make sense of what they read are at
serious risk of diminished opganities in life.

1.4 Improving reading comprehension

Although the development of reading comprehension skills is an integral part of the National
Literacy Strategy, the fact that so many children are failing in reading comprehension indicates that
more need$o be done. Getting children to read more, especially at home, is one important strategy
but this can be very difficult to achieve. The National Literacy Trust survey on reading habits
[http://www.literacytust.org.ukf found that in addition to the substantial number of children whp
rarely or never read outside school, almost 20% of parents never read themselves, almost 40% of
pupils never talk to their parents about what they are reading, and over 20%6i@&n said that

their parents never encourage them to read. But over 50% of pupils said they would read more if
they had more time. It can be hard for teachers or parents to make reading a sufficiently attractive
pursuit to compete with television, sakhetworking or computer games. The National Literacy

Trust survey revealed that over 90% of children have access to a computer at home, and about 50%
of pupils said that the availability of reading games would encourage them to read more.

Research hasncovered a number of key factors that contribute to poor reading comprehension.
Amongst these factors the most important are: lack of fluency, limited vocabulary, weak memory
skills, and undeveloped thinking skills (especially inferential thinking). ©Heviing paragraphs
outline some of the essential features of each of the factors.

1.4.1 Fluency

Reading is a skill and like all skillsi will not improve without practice. Among other important
contributions to the reading process, practice conveys autonaticrecognition, usually referred

to asfluency Reading fluency implies that the vast majority of words in a text will be recognised
speedily, directly and, on the whole, without recourse to phonological decoding (which can slow the
process down and inease the load on working memory). Just as atnadlden path is easier to
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traverse than an overgrown one, this process needs large amounts of practice to become established
The more frequently words are accessed in the mental lexicon, the faster aridiendtaeir

recognition becomes. Lack of fluency slows down the reading process and diverts effort away from
understanding the meaning.

Fluency is not just dependent on practice, of course. If a reader encounters a word that is not in his
or her mentalexicon (i.e. vocabulary) then it will be difficult to identify the word, even with
recourse to phonological decoding. That takes us to the next factor in the equation.

1.4.2 Vocabulary

If children do not understand the words in the text then their overallretvpsion of the passage

is likely to be impaired. About 30% of poor readers also have poor vocabulary knowledge. In
particular, many studies have found that children with poor reading comprehension tend to have
weak vocabulary knowledge. For similar reasochildren with poor reading comprehension tend to
have poor listening comprehension as well. However, the relationship between reading and
vocabulary is reciprocal: children with good vocabulary can read better but also the experience of
reading enableshildren to develop their vocabulary further. The more that children read the larger
their vocabularies become, which makes them even better readers, and so on.

Skilled readers will often be able to work out the meaning of a newly encountered wortiérom
context and meaning of the surrounding text. Here is an example:

The café was crowded and Peter cautiously threaded his way from the counter
towards a vacant table. Before reaching his destination, however, he was the unwitting
victim of an exaggerated arm gesture thrown carelessly by a woman in animated
conversation at one of the other tables. The demitasse was flung from his grasp and
shattered on the tiled floor, scattering its contents over a wide arc. The woman screamed
in alarm, her elegant white skirt now resembling a work of modern art. Peter was
amazed — how could such a small amount of coffee make such a mess?

Box 1

|l f you do not know what a O6demitassed is, you
Englishword derived from French, it helps if you know some French but it is not essential in order

to understand what is going on in the story. (If you are still puzzled then you will have to look it up

in a dictionary!)

1.4.3 Memory

Memoryi particularlyworking memuoy i is often found to be weak in poor comprehenders.

Working memory is the cognitive process that enables us to store limited amounts of information

for a limited timewhile also carrying out a task is used in almost every human activity, including
speaking, listening, reading, writing, mathematical calculation, and solving problems. Reading is a
guintessential working memory activity because it requires us to hold words and phrases in memory
whilst simultaneously decoding further words in the texil antneaning can be established. The

longer the decoding process takes, the greater the strain on working memory and the consequent
increased risk of loss of meaning. There is a relationship between working memory and both word
recognition efficiency andocabulary knowledge: the faster words are recognised the less

constraint on working memory to access words and meanings. In a famous episod&ahtits
cartoon strip, Snoopy the dog is reading Tol s
one word a day! &6Why?6 asks his friend Charl.
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replies Snoopy. Quite apart from the extreme length of time it would take Snoopy to finish the
novel (in fact over 1,500 years), reading at that speed wendtter it virtually impossible to

understand anything of the text at all. Children have to be able to decode the text fluently and at a
reasonable pace before they can achieve good comprehension.

1.4.4 Thinking skills

The final critical factor in reading comgrension is theomplex of sophisticated thought processes
needed to understand language, whether written or spoken. These include the ability to relate
information in the text to wider knowledge, to draw inferences and to make deductions. Research
studieshave shown that poor comprehenders are likely to be impaired in all these skills. For
exampl e, suppose the child read the text: O6Th
weight. 6 Al though it doesnodot atlustislmaehdonables ay t ha
inference from the text. Similarly, it can be deduced from the information in the text that the teacher
was probably large. Both of these conclusions in turn depend on the wider knowledge that chairs
sometimes creak when sat on, esplécby heavy people. Developing these highel cognitive

processes not only takes time and practice, it also requires a learning framework that encourages
children to think about what they read, to go beyond the text, and to apply their imagination.

Referring back to the extract Box 1 (above), it is evident that understanding this passage makes
considerable demands on inferential thinking. For example, it does not specify in the text that (i)
Peter was carrying somethir(@) the demitasse contained coffee, (iii) the woman caused the

accident, (iv) the coffee splashed on the wom
the information given in the story. If you have ever tried to carry something like @dcnéss a
crowded caf® (i.e. if you have oOoworld knowl ed

visualise the scenario, but again, it is not essential.

1.5 How Comprehension Booster addresses the needs of
developing readers

Comprehension Boter has been specifically designed to address the typical problems of poor
comprehenders outlined in the previous section, but is equally suitable for other readers 14 the 7
age range, helping them to improve their skills, consolidate their knowledgsnhance their
confidence. The program provides pupils with plenty of enjoyable interactive practice with a wide
variety of interesting and challenging texts, opportunities to acquire new vocabulary, to develop
working memory, and to learn the thinkingliskrequired for understanding text. Minimal adult
involvement is required. Feedback is immediate, which helps to optimise led@onmgrehension
Boosteris a very flexible learning tool. Students can work through the program themselves, in
which case tla program will automatically advance them through the levels, or they can advance
manually at the discretion of the Administrator. Alternatively, teachers can set specific Teaching
Plans for individual children, groups of children, or whole classes. Spaedbe enabled or

disabled according to pupil needs. Learning targets can be set by the teacher. Finally, reports give a
wealth of information for the learner, the teacher or the parent, so that progress can be assessed.
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1.6 Further reading
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2 Software Installation
(Stand-alone edition only)

2.1 Minimum Computer Specification

Comprehension Boostenaybe installed on a Personal Computer system with the following
minimum specifications to run suessfully.

For minimum computer specifications for tNetwork version please see the separate guide called
Installation Guide for SQL 2005 Expresand skip this chapter.

Intel Celeron Processor running at 700 MHz with 512 Mb RAM
CD Rom and Sound Card

Graphics resolution of 800x600 pixels and 16 bit colour or above
Microsoft Windows ® XP / Vista/ 7

Windows Media Player ® Version 9 or above

= =/ A2 4 A -2

Printer (optional but recommended)

2.2 Install Comprehension Booster or the Expansion Pack
Comprehension Boost&tandard Editioror its Expansion Packiust be installed from an
Administrator account by using tlsetup.exeprogram supplied on the appropriate CD Rom.

ClickontheStartb ut t on aMylComoputeré6 ser 6 doub | ByGomputerk Doohhe
on the Desktop.

Double click on the CD Drivecon or letter.
Double click on the file calle8etupor Setup.exe

Alternatively, click on the Start button and cho&ae.

TypeD:\setup.exento the run box and click the OK button on screen. Where D is the letter
assigned to your CD Drive, use the eqpiate letter if your CD Drive is not D.

This will start the installation process and you will see the following series of screens.
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(Standalone edition only)
éolvulllltlla
Running thesetup.exegprogram for ‘Oo'“

Comprehension Booster Standard Edition wi
display this initial menu screen, (Séigurel).

Click thelnstall now button to continue with C Install now

J

the software installation.

( View the Manual

B

Or click View the Manual to display the
Comprehension Booster manual.

Click on the Adobe logo to visit the Adobe Lucid
Website to dowrdad the Acrobat Reader

Information

1) Adobe

Software. Figure 1
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This is thelnstallShieldsetup prograi@ initial | comerehension Booster Standerd Edition v1.3 - InstaliShield Wizerd =)
screen for Comprehension Booster Standarc _
Edition. CUMPVREHENS ION
If you areinstalling the Expansion Padkis
screen willshow the legen@xpansion Pack
instead ofStandard Editioras below.
Expansion Pack Lu C]d Standard Edition
InstallShield InstallShield
< Back [ Mext = ] [ Cancel ] < Back [ Mext > ] [ Cancel ]
Click Next to continue. Figure 2
2] Comprehension Booster Standard Edition v1.3 - InstallShield Wizard [l
Welcome to the InstallShield Wizard for
Comprehension Booster Standard Edition v1.3
The InstalShield(R) Wizard will install Comprehension Booster
Standard Edition v1.3 on your computer. To continue, dick
Next.
Click Nextto continue.
WARNING: This program is protected by copyright law and
international treaties.
[ < Back ][ Mext > ] [ Cancel
Figure3
Software Licence Agreement Screen. Read 1 |/ comprehension Booster Standard Edition v1.3 - InsallShield Wizard sl
licence terms and to continue you must selec Lﬁlﬁ:zﬁ:’;ﬁwm lcense agreament carefuly. ﬂ
the 0601 aobutgnt €06 r ad
SOFTWARE LICENCE AGREEMENT -

The licence agreement is not shown when
installing the Expansion Pack.

Click Next to continue.

for Comprehension Booster software r|
LUCID RESEARCH LTD

WARNING:

PLEASE READ THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS BEFORE INSTALLING THE
SOFTWARE. YOU ARE OFFERED A NON-EXCLUSIVE LICENCE ON THE
TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT. INSTALLING, COPYING, OR OTHERWISE
USING THIS PRODUCT INDICATES YOUR ACKNOWLEDGMENT THAT YOU
HAVE READ THIS LICENCE AND AGREE TO BE BOUND BY AND COMPLY
WITH ITS TERMS. IF YOU DO NOT ACCEPT THESE TERMS AND HAVE
PURCHASED THE SOFTWARE YOU MAY WITHIN FOURTEEN DAYS OF o

@ I accept the terms in the license agreement
(71 I do not accept the terms in the license agreement
InstallShield
[ < Back ][ Next > ] [ Cancel
Figure4
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14Software Installation

(Standalone edition only)
Customer Information Screen.

The User Name and Organization fields shol
be autefilled based on settings stm on your
machine. Yowanchange them as appropriat

Select whether you want all users of this
machine to use Comprehension Booster or ¢
the user performing the install. In most cases
you will want to choose all users.

Click Nextto continue.

Click on theNext button tobegininstalling the
software or click on thB8ack button to change
any of the previous parameters.

This screen shows the progress of the install
The install pocess copies theomprehension
Boostersoftware ontgyour machinelt may
take some time as there amanyfiles

included.

‘@ Comprehension Booster Standard Edition v1.3 - InstallShield Wizard ==
Customer Information !r A
Please enter your information.
&
User Name:
Rid
Organization:
|Lucid Research
Install this application for:
@ Anyone who uses this computer (all users)
Only for me (Rik)
| < Back ” Next > | | Cancel
Figure5
‘@ Comprehension Booster Standard Edition v1.3 - InstallShield Wizard @
Destination Folder !r i
Click Mext to install to this folder, or dick Change to install to a different folder. ‘ -
Install Comprehension Booster Standard Edition v 1.3 to:
_’j C:\Program Files\LucidResearch\Comprehension Booster\ Change...
| < Back |[ Mext ] | Cancel
Figure 6
ﬁ Comprehension Booster Standard Edition v1.3 - InstallShield Wizard EI [=] @
Installing Comprel ion Booster dard Edition v1.3 !, &
The program features you selected are being installed. ‘ -

Please wait while the InstallShield Wizard installs Comprehension Booster
Standard Edition v1.3. This may take several minutes,

Status:
Copying new files
L ——

ext > Cancel

Figure7
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Installation is now complete and you can clic | Comerehension Baoster tandard Edition v1.3 - InstalShield Wizard ==
on theFinish button. InstaliShield Wizard Completed

The Comprehension Booster icon should be
available on the Desktop or via the Start and
Programs menu.

The Installshield Wizard has successfully installed
Comprehension Booster Standard Edition v1.3. Click Finish to
exit the wizard.

< Back Cancel

Figure 8
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3 Getting Started

3.1 Starting Comprehension Booster

Click on theStart button and chooserograms

E Lucid ResearchE Comprehension Booster

E Comprehension Booster '

Alternatively, Double click th&€omprénension Comprehe...

Boostericon on your Desktop. Booster
Figure9

3.2 Missing CD

When you rurComprehension Boosténe Comprenension Booster

original Standard Edition CD Rom must be in | & "™ _ _

the CD drlve, If |t |S nOt then you Wl” recelve E Please insert the Comprehension Booster CD Rom before starting Comprehension Booster
error message, (s€égure10). Insert the correc
CD and try again. Figure 10

3.3 Administrator Password

When you rurComprehension Boostésr the

f|rSt t|me you W|I| be presented W|th the .\a“% gl‘gaseepter the Administrator Login password.
.. . . ick Login to proceed or cancel to abort.
Administrator Login box, (seEigurell).

Password |.....|
Note: The default Administrator Password for Cancel
Comprehension Booster ducidod .

Figure11
Enter the password into the Password box and clickalgen button.

Once you have logged in for the first time LuBldsearch recommends that you change the
Administrator Password, (s€hange Administration Passward page3?2).
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3.4 Administrator Mode Screen

The Administrator Screen displays an Optior
Menu on the léfhand side. Clicking on each |®: U

option will display the appropriate detail page 4 |

@ Student Register

There is a Help and Tips window beneath the %::;M”“ fOIPl!IIIlIﬂO‘I
menu which will display context sensitive hel | (1 o ‘oeg“
d

for each item the mouse pointer passes over | & ssinHouskeepng

\?/ User Guide

These screens can be run in a windowofull | €3 e aamimsictor
screen withifComprehension Booster

Lucid

www lucid-research com © Lucid Innovations Limited 2010

02 December 2010 13:47:25

Figure 12
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4 Administration Login

4.1

Comprehension Boosterill run as a Trial
version for up to 14 days. Trial version will let
you experience how theoftware helps to

i mprove your childreil
comprehension. Note: some of the functional
and comprehension items are disabled in the
Trial version.

To activate the full product you need to purchi
a serial number from Lucid Research.

Once you have a serial number click on the lir
Click here to register Comprehension
Boostet® o rnfotmiaten screen, (seEigure
13).

Enter the details of the Administrator name, tt
institution name and your new serial number il
the appropriate fields, (séégurel4).

Click on the Register button to activate the
software.

Comprehension Boosteiill display a
Congratulations mesge, (se€igurel5s). All
functions and comprehension items should nc
be available for use.

Registering Comprehension Booster

Comprehension Booster - Administrator

3

@ Student Register
e Comprehension ltems
@ Teaching Plans
Reports.

L{s‘% System Housekeeping
_?/ User Guide

m Exit Administrator

Help and Tips

[

Credits Version 1.3

COMPRENENSION

1e®
y08

., Please note that this software is for trial
* only and will expire in 14 days

Click here to register Comprehension Booster

Lucid n

www lucid-research.com ® Lucid Innovat

ons Limited 2010

02 December 2010 14:41:53

Figure13

Comprehension Booster - Administrator

‘Option Menu
4

@ Student Register
é Comprehension ltems

@ Teaching Plans

fromir ]

Credits. . Version 1.3

\?l Register Comprehension Booster

Reports Please enter your registration details and then
“ epol click on 'Register' to activate your software.
7# System Housekeepin:
'%? i B Administrator: |Mrs Williams
% TeErio Institution |Greenmoss School
8 Bl Adlmrisiiss Serial Number: |
Help and Tips Register
Lucid
www_lucid-research.com © Lucid Innovations Limited 2010
02 December 2010 14:46:37

Figure 14

Register Comprehension Booster

Congratulations!

Comprehension Booster has now been activated.

Figure 15
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4.2 Information Screen

After registering your software, the Informatiol
screen will display your regiration details and
the date and time that the software was
registered, (seBigurel6).

The I nformation scr e
link; clicking this link will display the core tearn
that develope€omprehension Booster

You can also click on the
www.lucid-research.corfink to open up the
Lucid Research Website in your browser.

Help and Tips

@ Student Register
e Comprehension ltems
@ Teaching Plans
Reports.

@ System Housekeeping
@ User Guide

m Exit Administrator

Comprehension Booster - Administrator

[

Credits Version 1.3

COMPREMENSION

149
v0¢°

Mrs Wiliams

Greenmoss School
481A51-7B39DA-789694-ABEA9B
02/12/2010 14:49:24

Lucid

www lucid-research.com

© Lucid Innovations Limited 2010

02 December 2010 14:50:33

4.3 Student Register

Click on the Student Register option witlire
menu to display the Student Register Detail
screen, sed-{gurel?).

A new installation oComprehension Booster
will not have any students defined.

Note: The trial version o€omprehension
Boosterwill only allow you to crete 1 student.

Help and Tips

_l/ Information

@

e Comprehension ltems
@ Teaching Plans
Reports

% System Housekeeping
\.p User Guide

8 Exit Administrator

This list shows all the
students currently registered
in Comprehension Booster

Press CTRL + C to copy this
list to the clipboard

Figure 16

Comprehension Booster - Administrator

Student Register

7 X|1led 4% %8
Name | Gender | Date Of Birth | Age | Class | Current Teaching Plan | Prese

Bl
0 student(s) registered

|02 December 2010 14:51:06

4.4 Adding Students

Click on the™ icon on the Student Register
Detail Screen to add a new student.

Complete all the relevant fields. When you en

t he st udentCompretesione o
Boosterwi | | automati call
age.

The Class field allows you to allocate the
student to an appropriate group, (bMsnage
Student Classamn page?4).

The password box willldomatically be set to

the student s Date o
specific passwords ul
birth as passwordoé cl

Figure 17

Comprehension Booster - Add Student

Forename:
Surname
Gender:
Date of Birth:
Class:

Password:

Teaching Plan

E‘ii Please enter information about the new student. Click OK to add
or Cancel to discard.

Item Viewing Mode:
Presentation Mode

Item Pass Mode:

v Use date of birth as password

IStandard Teaching Plan

v Show age appropriate plans only
v Progress to next level on completion

|

|AIIOw ONE viewing of item text

Textand Audio  ~

& |tem must be PASSED
© PASS item automatically aferl? attempts

Cancel
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chosen password into the password field. Figure 18
Use the drop dowmenu to choose an
appropriate TeaChlng Plan, (S‘mching Plans El‘} zlesass;r‘wirér‘gg;manonaboutthenewstudem Click OK to add
on pag@7) Forename: [Testing
. i Sumame |Student
With the 60Show age a| Gender TR
checkedComprehension Boostairill display o CEECN
ass: Class 5B d
the Plans for the current agetbe student. S Iwmo s
Uncheck this check box to display all availablt % Use dale of bith s passord
. Teaching Plan [Tial Mode TeachingPlan  ha
TeaChlng Plans i showageappronatep\ansonw
, v Progress to next level on completion
T h e o P ro g ress t 0 n e X 1 ltem Viewing Mode: [ Allow ONE viewing of item text -
check box allows the student to automatically Prasentalion Mods: [Ted and Audo 1]
continue when they have completed a level. o PASS o stomaticaly s 3™ atongs
This only applies to the built in TeachiRgans conca
Starter Level to Level F, (seeTeaching Plans
on page2’). Figure 19

For example, if a student is placed onto Level A Brugress to next level on completiois
ticked, the student will automatically be placed onto Level B at the next login after complet
Level A.

If the Progress to next level on completiobox is not ticked then the administrator will have
manually assign the student to a new level on completiehe previous level.

The Item Viewing Mode can be set to all@NE or UNLIMITED views of the item text. Setting

the Mode tdJnlimited allows the student to return to the item text whilst answering the questions.
Setting the mode tONE prevents thatudent from returning to the item text and they must attempt
all the questions before moving on.

The Presentat i ofdextModdAadiog& dextiordyé aAudiootlyd .6 Usi ng
Ofextand Audiodb t he passage text c¢an UTexianlyd® werde vaesn ti &
passage from bei nA@udioalgdd dd eosu dn catn dd iussp Inagy 6t he |
audio is heard.

Setting the |IlteramusthbaPRASSEMQ d enetacmsé6 t he i tem wil |
passed until the stient has correctly answered all of the questions. Or setting the Item Pass Mode

t dPASS item automatically aftern attempt® , al | ows t he Administrato
maximum number of attempts the student makes on an item before it is passed autpnidtical

allows the student to avoid becoming stuck and to move on from an item which they are having
trouble with.

Click theOK button to complete creating a student.
Note: In the Trial version you can only assign a student to the Trial Mode Teaching Pla
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4.5 Selecting Students

When students have been added to

Comprehension Boostétey will be displayed

in the Student Register Detail Screen. Clickint Student Roger
on one of the students will select that student | 2 rema * 2 X|Pladld &G
and make aCtlve the Edlt and Delete tOOlbar gmmpmensmn fome [AStudent, Testing Male 20001212 9:11 Class5B Trial Mode
buttons. @ Teaching Plans
Reports

You canalso select more than one student fro | &% sptntousskessing ;

M H ? ser Guide | !
the list by holding the SHIFT or CTRL keys | .00, - | Lty

Item Title | Level | Reading Time | Answering Time | Questions | Correct | St

down. This is useful when you want to delete_
group of students or create a student export fi

Selecting a student will display any

4 | |
comprehension items the student hasmapted
in the lower half of the screen. (sBrident e -
Progres®n page?5). Figure 20

Pressing the Ctrl and C keys withipywtheany of
information to the clipboard where it can be pasted into other applications, such as MS Excel.

The list of columns can be sorted according to each of the column headings. Click on the
appropriate heading to sort the items beneath it into ascemdiag Click the same column
heading again to sort in descending order.

Note: The Ctrl C copy function is disabled in the Trial version.

4.6 Editing Students

Clicking on the icon will allow you to edit Sl s
Alter the desired information about the student. Click OK to

the currently selected student. update or Cancel to discard
Most of the fields can be changed. F IE’
If the student has started the Teaching Plan y ;lde ; Male |

ate of Birth 10Y 5M
cannot move them onto a new plan unless yo o e E
abort the current plan. password [otmepass

I Use date of birth as password

To abort the current Teaching Plan click e (G 3
! , ABORT CURRENT TEACHING PLAN! ) 1, ABORT CURRENT TEACHING PLAN!

¥ Progress to next level on completion

ttem Viewing Mode  [ajlow UNLIMITED viewing of item text |

Presentation Mode ,W
Note In the Trlal VeI‘SIOI”I you CannOt Edlt the Item Pass Mode © Item must be PASSED

# PASS item automatically afer| 2 attempts
student reord. 2
Cancel

Figure21
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4.7 Deleting Students

C||Ck|ng on thex W|” delete the Currently Comprehension Eooster - Delete Student{s)
selected student or students. Click onYles 2) Delete selocted studert(s
button to confirm the deletion. Are you sure that you want to delete the selected student(s)?
Note: In the Trial version you cannot delete ves No |
stucents.

Figure 22

4.8 Start a Comprehension Booster Exercise

Clicking on the ® icon will start a comprehension item for the currently selected student.

When the student has finished with their exercise @essary Comprehension Boostauill
prompt you for the Administrator password in order to return to the Student Register screen.

4.9 Importing Students

You can create several students at a time by using the student import funcgate atext file or
student load file that contains all of the student records that you wish to import. To successt
import these records the text file must follow the format shoviigare23.

,' Comprehension Booster Sample Student Import - Notepad - | Ellﬁl

Ele Edit Format View Help

surname,forename,dob,gender,class =

Apple,Andrew,21/02/1996,Male,Class 7
Banana,Beth,08/12/1997 Female,Class 6
Kiwi,Katie,15/01/1997 Female,Class 6
Oranges,Oswald,17/05/2000,Male,Class 3
Redcurran't,RnnaId,DS;"DS,fiBB?,MaIe,k:Iass 7

Figure 23

Click on the#” icon to locate your student loac
file. This will display the Import from Student
Export File Dialog, which allows you to brows:
to the folder where you have created your

Student Load file. S
=] Pictures
. . B videos
Select the file andlick the Open button.
T
WD RW Drive (E:)
KT | |
File name: | Comprehension Booster Sample Student Impo | [Text iles () =l
Cancel )
Figure 24
Comprehension Boosteill display a message | e
box saying how many records have been ‘ e o
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imported, (se&igure25). Figure 25

Comprehension Boosteiill also dlsplay a Comprehensio er - Import students from file

message if any errors were encountered and y. Import Students from File

you the name and location of the error file’ (SE ; 1 student(s) could not be imported because of errars.

Flgu r626) . For mare information see X:\Reading Boosterimport_error bt

The error file will give an indication of why the

record was rejected, (s€egure27).
Figure 26

:j import_errors.txt - Notepad - |E||1|

File Edit Format Help

tE]I]IUE: User,Test,01/01/1996, Hale, 7 ;I
duplicate record

Figure 27

Any students imported will be displayed in the

. Student Register
StUdent regISter' 1/ Information ':Ei f X | D ‘ﬁj L&‘ % Hg‘

- - - - - Name | Gendell Date Of B\rlhl Agel Class | Current T
Other fields within the student record will ]USt 2 Apple, Andiew  Male 10960221 14.00 Class7 Standard
Comprehension ltems g
H H Banana, Benny Male 2000-06-06 10:05 1B Level D
be assigned default values (see Figure 28). [ Toaching Pans Banana Dolh  Femsle 1097.1208 1211 Class6 Standard
Reports Kiwi, Katie Female 1997-01-15 13:10 Class6 Standard
= Oranges, Oswald  Male 2000 1006 Class 3 Standard
‘{‘@ System Housekeeping Redcurrant, Ronald Male  1997-03-03  13:08 Class 7 Standard
| 1 |

\?/ User Guide
6 student(s) registered

m Bxit Administrator Item Title | Level | Reading Time | Answering Time | Questions | Correct | St
Help and Tips

This list shows all of the
comprehension items that
the currently selected student
has attempted

Press CTRL + C to copy this 4 I ]
list to the clipboard 0 test item(s) recorded

[ |02 December 2010 15:56:18

Figure 28
4.10 Exporting Students
You can also export students to a text file for | =
2.2 \ Comprehension Boaster ~ 1.3 - Archives &3 [ search archives

within other applications. The export function =- e
will export the fields as seen Figure23. The i oot | '
export file will contain the dails of all of the
selected students. The records themselves wi  wwse
still remain inComprehension Booster g

02/12/2010 1409 File folder
ssion Booster Sample Student Import  02/12/2010 15:46 Text Document
02/12/2010 15:46 Text Document

Click on the' 4 icon to export students.

&, winpows (c:)
= Data M) |4l

i
Select the folder and enter the filename that y 2

Save as type: Iext Files (*.bxt)
wish to export to and click th&avebutton.

Figure 29
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Comprehension Boostwiill display a message
saying how many records have been exportec
the location and name of the export file.

4.11 Manage Student Classes

The Manage Studeflasses function allows
you to move students into different classes.
define the classes, so they could match schoc
classes or forms. Or you could group student
into performancdased groups.

Click on the® icon.
Select the Source class from themldown list.

Check the boxes of the students you wish to
allocate to a new class and then click the
Allocate button.

This will copy the students into the right hand
side.

Select a Destination Class from the drop dow
list or type a new one into the field.

Click on the Close button.

To remove a student from a class you can eitl
all ocate them to a ni

The Student Register Screen should show the
students dbcated to their new class.

Note: you can sort the list by clicking on the
appropriate column heading.

Comprehension Booster - Export selected student(s)
2

Export selected student(s)
Export file created as:

C:\ProgramDatalLucid R

>omprehension Boosteri1.3\A |_export_class_7.tdt

Figure 30

Comprehension Booster - Manage Student Classes

Select students in the saurce class and click the Allocate button to move
them into the destination class. Click close when you have finished.

Source Class: Destination Class:

A - =

Name Name

m} s Apple, Andrew
Allocate

m} s Banana, Benny

m} s Banana, Beth

m} s Kiwi, Katie

m} s Oranges, Oswald
m} s Redcurrant, Ronald

Close

Figure 31

Comprehension Booster - Manage Student Classes

Select students in the source class and click the Allocate button to move
them into the destination class. Click close when you have finished.

Source Class: Destination Class:

IA\I j INew Intakel M
Name Name

[m] s Apple, Andrew

O 8 Banana, Benny

m} 8 Banana, Beth

m} 8 Kiwi, Katie

m} s Oranges, Oswald
m} s Redcurrant, Ronald

s Apple, Andrew
s Banana, Benny
s Kiwi, Katie

d | § oOranges, Oswald

Close

Figure 32

‘Comprehension Booster - Administrator

£ Information A
8
E Comprehension Items
E- Teaching Plans
H.=‘ Reports
I:E‘? System Housekeeping
2 User Guide

£3 et administrator

T | i}

6 student(s) registered

02 December 2010 16:09.08

Figure 33
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4.12 Student Progress

Student Progress can be tracked for each
comprehension item attempted within each
Teaching Plan.

Click on the% icon to display the comprehension
items that the student has attempted for the curre

selected Teachin= Plan,
Comprehension Booster - Administrator

_i/\nfomahon *fx‘baj % %,‘¥|"E"
@ Name | Gender| Date Of Birth | _Age| Class Cure

e o h e Apple, Andrew Mala 1996-02-21 1409 New Intake Stanc
omprehension ems | | @ ganana, Benny  Male  2000-06-08 10:05 New Intake Level
|2} Teaching Prans § Banana,Beth ~ Female 19971208 1211 Class6  Stanc

Reports E Kiwi, Katie Female 1997-01-15 1310 NewIntake Stanc
= 8 Oranges, Oswald ~ Male 20000517 1006 NewIntake Stanc
% System Housekeeping | | § Redcurrant, Ronald Male 10970303 13:08 Class 7 Stanc
2) user Guide M o

6 studeni(s) registered
ering Time | Questions | (

€7 ext Administrator

@ Aunt Peg LevalD 2278sec(s) 1692 sec(s) 7
@CaplainBones LevelD  882sec(s)  14.58 sec(s) 7
41 J i}

3 test item(s) recorded

02 December 2010 16:25:01

(sed
Figure34).

Completed items are coloured green. Failed
items are coloured red.

Click on the® icon to display the Teaching
Plans assigned to this student. Click on a
Teaching Plan to select it (sEgure35).

Comprehension Booster - Administrator

e Comprehension ltlems
|-—_;|, Teaching Plans

Reports

% System Housekeeping

2) User Guide

m Exit Administrator
CT

s e

) Information #/X|baj ;ﬁ@’|¥‘q:@’

Name Gender | Date Of Birth

Apple, Andrew Male
8 Banana, Benny Male 20000606 10:05 New Intake Level
sBanana.Beth Female 1997-12-08 1211 Class@ Stanc
8 Kwi, Katie Female 1997-01-15  13:10 New Intake Stanc
£ Oranges, Oswald ~ Male 20000517 10.06 NewIntake Stanc
s Redcurrant, Ronald Male 1897-03-03 13:08 Class 7 Slal—li
‘ v

e| Class Curre
1996-02-21  14.09 New Intake Stanc

6 student:
ering Time | Questions | ¢

< Aunt Peg LevelD 2278 s
@ Captain Bones LevelD  8.82sec(s) 1458 sec(s) 7
il | ]
3 test ilem(s) recorded
02 December 2010 16:25:01

Figure 34

Completed Teaching Plans will be coloured green and abortethifigaPlans coloured red.

Click on the<  icon to display the Definition
items that the student looked up (Segure36)
for the currently selected comprehension item
and Teaching Plan.

Click on thek icon to dispay the Answers that
the student selected, (Seigure37) for the
currently selected comprehension item and th
currently selected Teaching Plan.

[ ‘Comprehension Booster - Administrator |

f/ Information

e Comprehension Iltems
‘?:;L Teaching Plans
Reports

% System Housekeeping
2 User Guide

3 ext Acministrator

ems Ihe
dent has done so

Press CTRL + C lo copy this
Iist 1o the clipboard

b2 X Pad 4% Gl &

Gender | Date Of Brth Class Curre

Apple, Andrew Male 1996-02-21 1409 New Intake Stanc
§ Banana Benny  Male 20000806 10:05 Newlntaks Level
B Banana, Beth Female 1997-12-08 1211 Class 6 Stanc
B Kiw, Katie Female 1997-01-15 1310 NewIntake Stanc
B Oranges, Oswald ~ Male 2000-05-17 1006 New Intake Stanc
B Redcurrant, Ronald Male 1997-03-03 1308 Class? Slaj
‘ »

Name

6 student(s) registerad

1 item(s) in selected teaching plan

|02 December 2010 16.27.59

Figure 35

25
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Comprehension Booster - Requested Definitions

2 The List below show which definitions were requested during the
selected student item result. Click OK to return to the administrator

Word [ Text
2 Discarding Discarding means throwing away or getting rid of something
2 Iritated Irritated means made angry or annoyed by something.

< | |

2 definition(s) requested

Figure 36

4.13 Comprehension ltems

Clicking onComprehension Itemsin the
options menu will display the Comprehension
Items page.

Choose the Teaching Plan you wish to view
using the drop down list box.

Selecting one of gncomprehension items
activates the view and preview buttons.

Pressing Ctrl + C will copy the list to the
clipboard for use in other applications.

Note: Ctrl + C copying has been disabled in tF
Trial version.

Clicking on the  icon will display the Detail
View for the currently selected comprehensiol
item, (sed~igure39).

Comprehension Booster - Administrator

T

Sludent Regser

7 -2

B o &2 X Plad 4% S8
@ Name Gender | Date Of Birth Class Curre
e Comprehension llems Apple, Andrew Male 1996-02-21 1409 New Intake Stanc
§ Banana,Benny  Male 20000606 1005 Newlntake Level
[2] Teaching Prans § Banana, Beth  Female 1997-1208 1211 Class6  Stanc
Reports 8 Kwi, Katie Female 1997-01-15 1310 New Intake Stanc

% System Housekeeping | | £ Redcurrant, Ronald Male  1997-03-03 1308 Class7  Stanc
I e — | ]

2 User Guide
1 6 student(s) registered
m Exit Administrator Start Date | End Date| Status
—_______ [§ 2010-12-02 CURRENT
Help and Tips

Press CTRL +C
list to the clip

a Oranges, Oswald ~ Male 2000-05-17 10:06 New Intake Stanc

1items) in selected teaching plan

02 December 2010 16:27-59
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Figure 38

Comprehension Booster - View Comprehension ltem

z/

Title:

Level: Starter level Target Reading Age: [5-6

School Year: [N/A

Item Text: I have a doll called Sally. She has a red dress and

Word Count: |47

Queslions. Q) 1. What colour dress does Sally have? o
A) Yellow
A) Green
A) Blue
A) Red -
KN :IJ
Key = Correct Answer 5 3
Incorrect Answer

Details of the selected Comprehension ltems can be seen below.
Click OK to exit.

[ My doll Saly

green shoes. Sally is big and soft. | take her
everywhere | go. She even comes to school with me.
Sally cannot do sums. | always have to help her. | think
sums are easy.

Figure 39
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Comprehension Booster

Manual v 1.3

Clicking on the 2! icon will preview the LS
currently selected comprehension item, (see
Figure40).

SeeUsing Comprehension Itenos paged4 for
information on how to control the
comprehension items.

Click the X to return to the compreinsion
items list.

27

My doll Sally

I have a doll called Sally. *
She has a red dress and
green shoes. Sally is big

and soft. I take her
everywhere I go.

She even comes to

school with me.

Sally cannot do sums.

I always have to help

her. I think sums are

easy.

Figure40

4.14 Teaching Plans

Teaching Plans are a method of grouping comprehension items together for a particular ex:

See6.2 Teaching Planen page39for a fuller explanation of Teaching Plans.
There are a number of buift Teaching Plans.

o Standard Teaching Plancontains all of the comprehension items available

Starter Level contains comprehension items for readagg 5 6.
Level AT contains comprehension items for reading age7
Level Bi contains comprehension items for reading ag®8
Level Ci contains comprehension items for reading age 0.
Level D1 contains comprehension items for reading age 10.
Level ET contains comprehension items for reading age 12.
Level Fi contains comprehension items for reading age 12+.

O O 0O 0O o o o o

Version ofComprehension Booste

Clicking theTeaching Plansmenu option will
display a list of user defined Teaching Plans.

The built in Teaching Plans do not appear in t
list.

Selecting a Teaching Plan will display the
students assigned to that Plan in the lower
display pane.

Same of the toolbar buttons will be inactive un
a Teaching Plan has been selected.

Note: In the Trial version Teaching Plans can
created and edited but they cannot actually be

used. Only the Trial Mode Teaching Plan car
Figure4l

Trial Mode Onlyi contains a restricted set of comprehension items for use with the T
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